
               Legislative and Governmental Advocacy Update  
                                  Program and Reception 
 

 
ABA Annual Meeting – New York 

Thursday, August 7, 2008 
4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Sheraton New York 

Empire Ballroom West, 2nd Floor 
 

Cosponsored by 
National Conference of Bar Presidents 
National Association of Bar Executives 

ABA Section Officers Conference 
ABA Young Lawyers Division 

Standing Committee on Legal Aid and Indigent Defendants 

The 110th Congress is debating many issues of vital concern to the legal profession and the justice 
system.  The ABA is a non-partisan organization – the ABA does not endorse candidates, have a PAC or 
make campaign contributions. The ABA works with its Members and state/local/specialty bars to improve 
the justice system.  Learn more about the hot issues and what you, your bar association or your ABA 
entity can do to get involved. 

Speakers:  
 
H. Thomas Wells, Jr., Maynard Cooper & Gale (Birmingham, Alabama) (invited) 
President-Elect, American Bar Association  

Topics: judicial compensation; ABA Day in Washington 2009; developing issues  
 
Deborah G. Hankinson, Law Offices of Deborah G. Hankinson (Dallas, Texas) 
Chair, ABA Standing Committee on Legal Aid and Indigent Defendants 

Topics: Legal Services Corporation (LSC) FY 2009 funding and related issues 
 

Neal R. Sonnett, Neal R. Sonnett, P.A. (Miami, Florida) 
Chair, ABA Standing Committee on Governmental Affairs and Chair, ABA Task Force on Enemy 
Combatants    

Topics:  anti-terrorism issues, including Boumediene v. Bush 
 

R. William Ide III, McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP (Atlanta, Georgia)  
Chair, ABA Task Force on Attorney Client Privilege and ABA President (1994-1995) 

Topics:  S. 186, Preservation of the Attorney-Client Privilege; S. 2450, regarding Federal Rule of 
Evidence 502 

 
Hulett H. (“Bucky”) Askew, American Bar Association (Chicago, Illinois) 
Consultant on Legal Education, Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar 
 Topic:  Action and Achievements on ABA Priorities on Legal Education 
 

Moderator: 

Thomas M. Susman, Director, ABA Governmental Affairs Office (Washington, D.C.) 

Contact:  Julie M. Strandlie, Director, Grassroots Operations/Legislative Counsel 
ABA Governmental Affairs Office  

(202) 662-1764 or jstrandlie@staff.abanet.org 



 
 

Governmental Affairs Office 
Phone: (202) 662-1760   Fax: (202) 662-1762 

 
Staff/Legislative Responsibilities 

 
 

 
Thomas M. Susman 
Director 
(202) 662-1765 
 
Denise A. Cardman 
Deputy Director 
(202) 662-1761 

• Federal Judiciary 
• Federal Shield Law 
• Judicial Independence 
• Constitutional Law 
• Civil Rights (selected issues) 

 
R. Larson Frisby 
Senior Legislative Counsel 
(202) 662-1098 

• Administrative Law/Regulatory Reform 
• Antitrust Law 
• Bankruptcy 
• Business Law 
• Dispute Resolution 
• Tax Law 

 
Lillian B. Gaskin 
Senior Legislative Counsel 
(202) 662-1768 

• Attorneys’ Fees  
• Class Actions 
• Consumer Law 
• Elder Law 
• Health Law 
• Insurance/Tort Law 
• Intellectual Property Law 

 
Kristi Gaines 
Legislative Counsel 
(202) 662-1763 

• Election Law 
• Government Lawyers 
• Immigration Law 
• International Law 

 
Kenneth J. Goldsmith 
Legislative Counsel 
(202) 662-1789 

• Environmental Law 
• Homelessness/Housing 
• Legal Education 
• Military Law 
• Real Property 

 
 

 
Kerry M. Lawrence 
Legislative Counsel 
(202) 662-1766 

• Anti-Terrorism and Due Process 
• Bioethics 
• Children’s Health 
• Domestic Violence 
• Family Law 
• Lobbying Disclosure 

 
E. Bruce Nicholson 
Legislative Counsel 
(202) 662-1769 

• Child Abuse/Foster Care 
• Criminal Law 
• Defender Services 
• Gun Violence 

 
Julie M. Strandlie 
Legislative Counsel/Grassroots Operations 
(202) 662-1764 

• Labor/Employment Law 
• Legal Services – Civil 
• Science/Technology Law 

 
Vacant 
Legislative Counsel 
(202) 662-1767 

• AIDS  
• Civil Rights 
• Constitutional Law (selected issues) 
• Privacy Law 
• Public Contract Law 

 
Vacant 
State Legislative Counsel 

• State Legislative Clearinghouse 
• National Association of Bar Executives       

Government Relations Section 
 
Hayden Gregory 
Legislative Consultant 
(202) 662-1772 

• Intellectual Property Law 
 
Jared D. Hess 
Legislative Assistant 
(202) 662-1780 


