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PBA on the Hill oo e

rent shortfalls in legal services funding
undermine the fundamental fairness of our
justice system. Martin Luther King Jr.
wrote, from a jail cell in Birmingham, Ala.,
that “injustice anywhere threatens justice
everywhere.” Every time justice is denied,
the fabric of the justice system is damaged;
every time justice is reached in a case for a
legal aid client — even in one case — the
justice system is greatly enhanced.

Our nation is dedicated to the principle
that our justice system is for everyone, and
what we as lawyers know is that access to a
lawyer's services often makes the difference
between justice and injustice, between
heartache and happiness. In the context of
protecting a women from abuse, protecting
against the loss of one’s housing or provid-
ing representation on behalf of children
whose safety and welfare are at risk, the legal
system must be fair and accessible to all.
Indeed, this is the principle upon which our
very government was founded, and the prin-
ciple that is embodied in the words conclud-
ing our Pledge of Allegiance to our flag:
“with liberty and justice for all.”

That is why lawyers and legal aid clients
are here today; that is why we rally on the
Hill in support of increased funding for
legal services. Lawyers across this state are
deeply committed to the justice system and
to its fairness and to the principle that equal
justice under the law must be for everyone.
This is the promise of our nation’s founders
— a promise we must as a legal community
stand up and fight for every day.

In a few moments you will hear from
Sam Milkes, executive director of the
Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network. You will
also hear from legal aid client Dorchina
Urrutia, Rep. Kathy Manderino, Sen.
Andrew Dinniman and Sen. Stewart
Greenleaf. ’

Before I call on Sam, I want to share a
story with you that provides a powerful
illustration that legal services can be a posi-
tive sum gain, not only for those
Pennsylvanians who directly benefit from
the program but for all Pennsylvanians.

Legal aid client Susan E, a single moth-
er of three children ages seven, three and
one, applied for a job driving a bus. The job
offered the prospect and hope of working
perfectly with her children’s schedules, and
the resulting income would have allowed
her family to live on her income instead of
public assistance. But she had been charged
— not convicted — of an offense as a juve-
nile. She needed her record expunged to be
able to drive the bus. Although
Neighborhood Legal Services filed a petition
to expunge her record, the district attorney’s
office initially objected. Legal Services had
the client provide the letter of hire from her
new employer stating that she would not be
able to work unless her record was cleared.
As a result of the work of Neighborhood
Legal Services, the DA’s office withdrew the
objection, the court, on petition, agreed to
expunge Susan’s record and she is now hap-
pily able to support her three children. This
is one of hundreds of success stories that
vividly demonstrates that legal aid benefits
not only the client but in many cases every
Pennsylvanian. Our justice system is only as
fair as it is accessible to everyone, and these
stories and many others dramatically
demonstrate that increased funding for legal
services is both necessary and justified.

And now it is my pleasure to call on
Sam Milkes, executive director of the
Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network, who will
document the legal services funding needs
here in Pennsylvania. Sam Milkes is respon-
sible for coordinating and making effective
the legal aid program in Pennsylvania. He,
along with eight regional legal aid program
directors and six special program directors,
provides individualized legal services to
nearly 100,000 clients annually. Sam has
been a tremendously effective executive
director and is a proven and spirited advo-
cate for legal services and legal services fund-
ing here in Pennsylvania. '
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