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Lawyers:
Aid gap
hinders
justice

BY DAVID DAGAN
davidd@journalpub.com

Lawyers say they cannot keep up
with the growing demand for free as-
sistance in civil cases dealing with is-
sues such as child custody, home
foreclosures and medical bills.

“It's an issue
about fairness of
our justice sys-
tem,” said Andrew
E Susko, president |
of the Pennsylva- |
nia Bar Associa-
tion. “It's not a
pocketbook  or
bread-and-butter issue for lawyers,
but it is an issue that the legal com-
munity is deeply concerned about.”

Society pays for the failures of le-
gal assistance through its safety-net
programs, Susko said.

Anybody who watches cop shows
knows that criminal defendants
havetherighttoagovernment-fund-
edlawyer, said state Rep. KathyMan-
derino, D-Montgomery, Philadel-
phia counties, That's not true in civ-
il cases, even though the stakes there
can be just as high, she said. Man-
derino spoke at a May 5 event in
which various legal groups called on
the state to do more for legal aid.

The growing gap between the ca-
pacityofthelegal-aid system and the

please see GAP, page 26
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nbusiness.com OPINION Central Penn Business Journal May 23, 2008

Gene Suchma’s view: Based on the article, “Aid gap means justice denied, lawyers say,” on page 23.
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